
Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council
9 Beech Grove, Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 0AB Tel: 01985 213436

Chairman: Councillor Angus Neish Clerk Mrs Sarah Jeffries MILCM

Minutes of the meeting of Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council held at the Village Hall Maiden Bradley on Tuesday 10th December 2013 at 7.30pm.

Present: Councillors

Councillor Angus Neish, Councillor Sarah Fry, Councillor Ben Gunstone, Councillor Karen Jenkins and Councillor Jerry Rayner.  

In attendance: The Parish Clerk, Mrs Sarah Jeffries MILCM and Unitary Councillor Fleur De Rhe Phillipe, no members of the public were present at the meeting.
Public Question Time Public Bodies (admissions to meetings) Act 1960 s 1 extended by the LG Act 972 s 100. 
Resolved: not required
Report from Unitary Councillor

Fleur spoke to Council on the finalising of Wiltshire Councils Budget for next year, she reported that there were no drastic cuts due; many staff have gone with voluntary redundancy terms so she felt it was a good budget that had been set. The Highways changes were discussed and the settling in process that had occurred. She mentioned that Balfour Beaty is hopefully now up and running and that Wiltshire Council were well prepared for the bad weather if it comes.
The Chairman asked if there was any further news re the Weight Limit being implemented. Fleur reported she was with the Transport Minister recently and had spoken to him at length re the A303; he had informed her that they are to action a feasibility study on the A303, she felt that this will hopefully bring forward the changes required on the road, then as the Weight Limit is sat ready and waiting for the alterations it could be implemented. She mentioned that it is one of her priorities and will remain so until implemented. The Chairman thanked her for coming and her support on the weight limit. Fleur left the meeting.
13/177 Acceptance of apologies for absence 

Resolved: Councillor Franck Baudrain had given his apologies due to a family commitment. Councillor Patrick Nixon gave his apologies due to a previous engagement. Council resolved their reasons for absence.
13/178 Chairman’s announcements

Resolved: none to give 
13/179 Dispensations

Resolved: none received
13/180 To receive declarations of interests Local Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 (SI 2012/1464) (NB this does not preclude any later declarations).

Resolved: none given
13/181 Exclusion of the Press and Public Standing Order #1c

Resolved: not required
13/182 To receive and sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 12th November  2013 (Previously circulated) LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1)

Resolved: that the minutes were a true record of the meeting proposed Councillor Ben Gunstone Seconded Councillor Jerry Rayner all agreed
13/183 Parish Steward/Highways

Resolved: nothing was reported for the Highways Co-ordinator. The reply from Newmead Farm was discussed and the valuable information it contained re the Ditches and Land Drainage issues. Council instructed the Clerk to write to the Estates Land Agents with this information and then hopefully action would be taken to help elevate some of the drainage issues on Kingston Lane.
13/184 Best Kept Village Competition

Resolved: that the presentation of the certificates would be at the January 14th meeting by Dr C. G. Cochrane Chairman, CPRE South Wiltshire Group and that the Parish Council would appreciate both of the certificates framed. The Clerk was instructed to contact CPRE.
13/185 WWI Celebrations

Resolved: Chairman Mel Thomas would be approached by the Clerk on behalf of the Parish Council for possible ideas for next year’s event and put this item on the next Agenda for discussion.
13/186 Insurance Company Risk Assessment

Resolved: the valuation had not been received by the Clerk yet, it was agreed that this item would be placed on the next agenda 
13/187 Policy Documentation

Resolved: to approve and adopt the below policy.
Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council

Community Engagement – Statement of Intent 

 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: STATEMENT OF INTENT 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council aims to ensure that through the use of a wide range of approaches to public consultation and community engagement it actively encourages residents to inform its decision-making process and make an input into decisions which affect their day to day lives in the parish. 

Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council is committed to creating and maintaining effective working relationships with all sectors of the community. The Council recognises that there are different levels of engagement and will endeavour to involve the community in the following ways: 

 Inform people about its work and the services it provides 

 Consult with and seek out the views of the community 

 Encourage community participation in local government 

 Collaborate with individuals, community groups and organisations where appropriate, to achieve agreed aims for the benefit of the Parish 

 Build up effective working relationships within the community and encourage a sense of ownership of assets, infrastructure and new projects. 

THE COMMUNITY 
Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council seeks to engage with all sections of the community regardless of age, ability, gender, ethnicity, faith or sexual orientation i.e. parishioners (particularly hard to reach groups such as the young, disenfranchised, disaffected and the elderly), the local business community, the many clubs, organisations and societies which are active in the parish, its partners such as Wiltshire Council and the neighbourhood policing team, the Church and our elected divisional member for Wiltshire Council. The Parish Council is also committed to engaging with any persons who appear to it to have an interest in matters relating to the economic, social and environmental well-being of its area. 

PROVISION OF INFORMATION TO THE COMMUNITY AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council recognises that members of the community may wish to engage with it at different levels and in a variety of ways, from the occasional email or letter with a suggestion on how a service could be improved, to attendance at meetings etc. 

Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council will therefore use many ways to actively seek the views of its parishioners and involve them in its work: 

 Publications: The Parish Council will communicate with parishioners through regular articles in the monthly parish magazine, as well as the annual report which will contain up to date information about payments and receipts and monies held by the council on parishioners’ behalf, and the local press when appropriate. 

 Website: The Parish Council website http://www.southwilts.com/site/Maiden-Bradley/ a community resource which publishes information about the Parish, its Council, and the many organisations which flourish in Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield. Parish Council agendas, minutes, accounts and other documents will be regularly posted on this website for parishioners’ information. Parishioners are invited to contact the Parish Council via the website, or email at maidenbradley@virginmedia.com  Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council is committed to develop and improve the website and will actively encourage parishioners to use it to exchange information through the Parish News and Notice Board as a means of improving communication. 

 Direct Access: The Parish Council will display a list of all Parish Councillors (addresses and telephone numbers included) together with other important points of contact on all of its notice boards. This medium will also be used to directly advertise other important events e.g. notices relating to the annual audit of accounts; casual vacancies, elections and forthcoming meetings etc. Details of the Parish Council’s publication scheme and the address of the Wiltshire Council Monitoring Officer will also be displayed on the website for parishioners’ information. 

 Co-option: With the exception of the Full Council, Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council encourages the involvement of the community in the work of the Council through co-option. Any standing committee or working party of the council is empowered to co-opt interested members of the community onto any standing committee or working party. 

 Meetings: Notice of all Council meetings is given on the parish notice boards and on the website. Parishioners are encouraged to attend Full Council and Committee Meetings and time is set aside at all meetings for public participation at all these meetings. Parishioners are also actively encouraged to attend the Annual Parish Meeting, which is advertised as above. 

 Surveys: Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council will undertake surveys and other related forms of information gathering from time to time to ascertain the community’s views on a particular issue. 

 Specific Projects: From time to time Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council will undertake specific projects for the benefit of the community. The normal method for undertaking these is via working parties set up under a standing committee. Co-option (see above) is used to ensure that the community is fully represented and involved in these projects. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FORMAL REPRESENTATIONS TO THE COUNCIL 

Representations to Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council will normally be considered at the next meeting of the relevant standing committee. If, however, they require the provision of information only, then the clerk will provide it in accordance with the council’s publication scheme. The Parish Council has a Code of Practice for handling complaints, which is available from the Clerk, published on the website and reviewed annually. The publication of agendas on the Parish Council’s notice boards and website gives parishioners the opportunity to make representation to the council before agenda items are discussed. All formal representations received are responded to in writing. 

INVOLVEMENT IN PARTNERSHIPS 
Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council is committed to partnership working where it is clear that it will be of benefit to the Parish or to fulfil its statutory requirements. For example it is represented on the Warminster Area Board, Warminster & Villages Community Area Partnership.

ROLE OF COUNCIL MEMBERS AND OFFICERS IN CONSULTATION AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Elected members are powerful advocates for their community and their leadership role enables them to have a major input into the consultation and engagement process. The council maintains a Consultation Committee that reviews and responds to consultation documents from a wide range of local and national bodies. 

	Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Councillors are very accessible: 

 Their contact details are published on the notice boards, on the website in the annual report to parishioners and occasionally in the Parish News. 



	 They are available to talk to parishioners during the public session prior to each Full Council and at the Annual Parish Meeting 



	 In a private capacity, they belong to many other local clubs, societies and organisations, where they may, if they so wish promote the work of the Parish Council and be available to parishioners. 




13/188 Defibrillator Project

Resolved: to note that the Clerk has banked £465.00 in cheques and £70.00 in cash. One parishioner is making a payment by BACS and £45.00 has been pledged so £6000.00 has been donated so far for the project.  The Village Hall Chairman had also contacted the Clerk and suggested a community event is run to help raise further funds towards this project. It was agreed that a Totalizer to be added to the Parish News write up so that parishioners are aware of the fundraising figure to date each month.
13/189 Historical Listing re Parish Plan

Resolved: Council resolved to stop the project due to the current ill will that is being felt in the parish. The Clerk was instructed to request the binder is returned to the village shop for her to collect and store.
13/190 Clerk’s Report

Digital Engagement

Resolved: the Chairman signed a bursary form from NALC; this was for the Clerks application for a possible grant towards the Digital Engagement course in July 2014.

Rights of Way

Resolved: noted the Clerks report that the Estate Land Agents had taken action following a parishioner’s complaint received re vehicles accessing the right of way near the recreational area.

New Councillor Training

Resolved: not to hold a training even, due to the cost, even if it became a shared event.
13/191 Approval and signing off Parish Accounts for November 2013 

Resolved: to approve and sign the monthly accounts for November 2013 
Treasurer's Account (0108234)






£2,249.41

Deposit Account (7052153)






£2,381.79

Total










£4,631.20
13/192 Payments LGA 1972 s150 (5)
Resolved: to approve the items of expenditure listed below and noted the receipt of the income listed:
Invoices

Wages December LGA 1972 s111 Standing Order

        

 £332.45   

Travelling LGA 1972 s111
000841

       

       

 £    7.74

Heat & Light etc LGA (Financial Provisions) Act 1963 s5 000842     

 £    6.93

Postage LGA 1972 s111 000843    




      
 £    1.80

K. M. Dike Nurseries Grounds Maintenance LGA s14 para 27 000846    
 £260.32
A Inwood Knapp maintenance LGA s14 para 27000844


 £115.00

Stationary Plus LGA1972 s111Ink paper mouse etc
000845

 £130.18
Receipts

Upper Deverills IT usage Contribution




           £   5.00

Council noted that the Clerk has moved £1000.00 from account number 07052153 to 00108234 on the 4th December 2013 to cover the above cheque payments etc.

13/193 Bank Mandate 

Resolved: noted that the Bank Mandate had now been sent to Councillor Franck Baudrain to action his identification at the Bank.
13/194 Grant Application

Resolved: that the parishioner’s letter re the Mere Link Scheme, requesting a grant is discussed would be placed on the next Agenda as the budget needed to be discussed first.
13/195 Budget
Resolved: to note that the Government had set the Section 137 expenditure allowance for 2014/2015 at £7.20 per elector so the allowance for the s137 budget could be set at a maximum of £1872.00. Council also noted that the grant for 2014/2015 allocated to the parish through Wiltshire Council would be £672.63 which was £362.19 less than last year’s grant. Council also noted the Internal Audits report that “it considers the level of retained funds too low for the Council's current revenue requirements (CiPFA, the local government accountancy advisory body recommends retaining a General [i.e. not earmarked for specific projects or purposes]) reserve holding of between three and six months; revenue spending” should be taken into consideration when setting the precept.
Following this information, Council discussed the three budgets the Clerk had produced and the implications each had. It was agreed that the Mid Budget that took into account the reserves, was agreed. Section s137 would be set at £1000.00. This gave a possible increase on a Band D property of £3.70 for the year, which was thought to be acceptable. It was resolved that the Precept request would be made for the £672.63 grant, a Precept figure of £10400.14 to give a combined precept total figure of £11072.77 the Clerk was instructed to send the request to Wiltshire Council. 
13/196 Meetings for Councillors to consider attending

 Warminster Area Board Thursday 9 January 2014 Warminster Civic Centre, Sambourne Road 6.30pm for 7pm start  

Resolved: noted that the Clerk was unable to attend the above meeting. She recommended that a Councillor attended as the Village Hall will have its Digital Grant discussed. The Chairman mentioned he would see if it was possible for him to attend in support of the application. 
13/197 Parish Clerks Delegated Powers LGA 1972 s101

Resolved: none used
13/198 Correspondence

Resolved: to note the correspondence received below; 
All other email correspondence received by the Clerk had been emailed or posted to Councillors. 

Wiltshire Day Rover leaflet

Wiltshire Councils Bus timetable mailing service letter

Mere & District Taxi Buzz Guide

Wiltshire Council Pest Control Domestic & Commercial Service

Wiltshire music Centre Annual review2012/2013

Microshade VSM withdrawal of support re windows 

Consultations South Somerset Local Plan 2006 – 2028

Resolved: to note the above consultation:

13/199 Notice of items to be taken into consideration at the next meeting
Resolved: a detailed procedural documentation would be prepared covering the key financial procedures performed by the Parish Clerk to ensure that anyone assuming the role would be able to function effectively from the outset.
13/200 Items for Parish Newsletter & Notice Boards

Resolved: the minutes would be placed on the noticeboard, along with a brief highlight of items in the minutes for the parish news.
13/201 Date of the next meeting

Resolved: that Tuesday 14th January 2014 is the date of the next meeting. It will start at 7.30pm, all are welcome to attend. 
The Meeting finished at 8.07 pm

